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Tough Truths: Christ’s Followers Suffer
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 28, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
The cover art on today’s service folder might shock you a little bit. It’s the head 
of St. John the Baptist on a platter—something we will hear about in the Gospel 
reading from Mark 6. It can be shocking that God would allow such a terrible 
thing to happen to one of his most prominent servants. But should it shock us? 
Jesus makes it clear a number of times throughout his ministry and his written 
Word that his followers suffer; yes, even death for the sake of his name. What 
purpose does a martyr’s death like John the Baptist’s serve? It points ahead to 
the greater death; the more unjust death; the more shocking death of our God 

who became man, Jesus Christ. As we ponder the reality of Christian suffering today, may we 
never forget the one who endured the ultimate suffering for us.
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The Service: Setting One
 

Welcome

Hymn 678 Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kevin Becker   Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory Be to God CW 157

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your servant John the Baptist to be the forerunner of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, in both his preaching of repentance and his innocent death. Grant that we, 
who have died and risen with Christ in Holy Baptism, may daily repent of our sins, patiently 
suffer for the sake of the truth, and fearlessly bear witness to his victory over death; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Revelation 6:9–11
The Lord will avenge the blood of those who have been slain because of the Word of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 71A God Is My Strong Salvation
The psalm will be sung in unison.

 
In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge;
    let me never be / put to shame.
In your righteousness, rescue me and de- / liver me;
    turn your ear to me and / save me.
Be my rock of / refuge,
    to which I can / always go.   Refrain
 
Since my youth, God, you have / taught me,
    and to this day I declare your / marv’lous deeds.
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Even when I am / old and gray,
    do not forsake / me, my God,
till I declare your power to the next gener- / ation,
    your mighty acts to all who / are to come.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Melchior Vulpius. Setting: Hal H. Hopson. Tune: Public domain. Setting: © 1988 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading Romans 6:1–5
God’s servants do not need to fear being put to death since they have been buried and raised 
with Christ in baptism.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 116:15
Please join to sing the Alleluias.

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Mark 6:14–29
John the Baptist was put to death for preaching the truth of God’s Word.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 806 Your Days and Ways to God Surrender

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.
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Prayer of the Church
Father in heaven, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus, to bring peace and hope to our fallen 
world. Already in eternity you planned to overturn the tyranny of Satan and the ravages of sin 
and you kept your promises to restore the perfection of paradise.
Lead us to cherish your great mercy and hold to it as our priceless treasure.    
 
Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise you for offering your perfect life and innocent death to 
redeem the world from death and hell. You proclaimed the good news that sins are forgiven 
and life with God is restored. Now, you have called your followers to share the gospel with all 
people, even in the face of persecution and hardship.
Make us bold and confident to be witnesses to everyone we meet, especially to those 
we know and love. 
  
Holy Spirit, Lord, and giver of life, through Word and sacrament you create and strengthen 
faith that trusts the promises of the Father and the work of his Son. You break down the 
barriers of resistance and rejection and bring the lost into the family of God. 
Empower and encourage us to speak about Jesus to neighbors and acquaintances. 

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, move us by your great love to enter the mission fields in our 
homes and neighborhoods. Help us to always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have. 
Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we share the love of Jesus. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near
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Hymn 883 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 855 The Church’s One Foundation
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions
 
1. Today we’re celebrating the minor festival in the church of the Martyrdom of St. John the 

Baptist. What is your reaction? For what reasons is it beneficial to have this special 
worship service? Consider the following quotation from Article XXI of the Augsburg 
Confession regarding the saints. “Our churches teach that the history of saints may be set 
before us so that we may follow the example of their faith and good works, according to 
our calling.”

2. Imagine you’re speaking to another Christian about Mark 6. He says, “This Bible story 
about John the Baptist being beheaded is too gory and shouldn't be read to children, 
especially in public worship.” How would you respond?

3. The prayer of the martyrs in Revelation 6 is perhaps surprising. They're asking God to 
judge the inhabitants of the earth (to send them to hell). But these prayers are relatively 
common in the Scriptures. (See Psalm 109.) In what ways can we understand these to be 
good, godly prayers? In what ways do they bring comfort to us, God’s people?

4. When we speak of our connection to Jesus, typically we focus on (for good reason!) Jesus 
taking our sin and giving us his righteousness. These verses of Romans 6 highlight another 
result of our connection to Jesus—being united to his suffering and death. (See 1 Peter 
4:12-19.) For what reasons is it beneficial and, in fact, necessary for us to emphasize this 
connection?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Sermon Deep Dive 

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Youth Group Kicks Off Today Aug. 28 | 12:00 PM

St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) will meet at noon this Sunday.  High school age students are invited to 
the cafeteria for a quick lunch, followed by a Bible study, planning meeting, and some open gym 
time!  Come for food, fellowship and fun!

Special Offering Next Sunday Sept. 4

We will be taking a special offering next Sunday for The Neighborhood Table (TNT) community 
meal. Our congregation usually serves at the meal site in September. However, since the onset 
of the pandemic, TNT has been making take-out meals only and does not need extra volunteers.  
Instead of volunteering, we are sponsoring the meal and donating store-bought cookies.  
Donations of cookies should be brought to the church by Sept. 7. 

Class for New Christians (and old) Aug. 31 | 6:30 PM

Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for weeks or decades, the Foundation of the Christian Faith 
course will teach you something new. The lessons are divided into easy-to-digest units that 
examine a broken and restored relationship, our vertical relationship with God, and our 
horizontal relationship with each other. The course materials also include a robust appendix of 
articles, charts, and diagrams covering topics from ancient Bible manuscripts to differences 
between modern churches. Classes meet on Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm beginning this week. Come 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). Better yet, 
invite a friend to come study with you and learn the Foundations of the Christian Faith. 

How the Christian Prepares for Death Sept. 11 | 9:15 AM

Today we saw just a little bit about what the Bible has to say about death, 
especially the death of a Christian. We will learn more about this topic 
during our Sunday Bible Study beginning on Sept. 11. The study will also 
include practical discussions and plans you can make for your own funeral. 
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Caps, Codes and More
Now that school is back in session, here are some of the many ways you can support Christian 
education without spending any extra money. Enter codes from CocaCola products at us.coca-
cola.com/give/schools, or bring the caps/codes to the office.  Download the BoxTops for 
Education app and scan your store receipts. Get the app at boxtops4education.com.  Use scrip 
to pay for your everyday purchases. Learn more at stpaulswr.org/scrip.

A Small Stream Become a Mighty River Oct. 11-13

A small stream flows out of Lake Itasca in Minnesota. On its way to the Gulf of 
Mexico, it is joined by many other streams and rivers to become the mighty 
Mississippi. As the faith of an individual is joined by others, it too becomes a 
river that makes glad the City of God. Join fellow WELS seniors for fun, 
fellowship, learning, and making a difference at the annual Lutheran Convention 
for Seniors in Onalaska, WI on Oct. 11-13. Learn about ministries to the blind and 
visually-impaired, people with Alzheimer’s, Mormons, and others. Discover how 

to create more color in your landscape, the ministry in Ukraine, Noah’s Ark, and more. Learn 
more at https://csm.welsrc.net/download-csm/owls-convention/.

That We May Know Oct. 15 | 9:30 AM-3:00 PM

Over the last few years many Christians have found themselves “in the dark” – fearful and unsure 
of what’s coming, surprised and upset by events they couldn’t see coming, or unprepared as they 
realized how much they didn’t know about certain things. There is a lot that our loving Lord 
wants us to understand – to bring us comfort and confidence and to help us better make our 
way through and communicate with the troubled world we live in. You are invite to attend “That 
We May Know,” the 2022 National Convention of Christian Life Resources at Kettle Moraine 
Lutheran High School in Jackson, WI. 

You can expect an engaging and informative day with topics of interest including the wonder of 
life in the womb, being pro-life post-Dobbs, God’s wisdom during times of crisis, live Q&A with 
CLR’s Life Challenges podcast, and the state of marriage. The experienced speakers present in a 
concise “TED Talk” format. Learn more at christianliferesources.com/resources/events/ 
national-convention/

Sports Information Director Needed at MLC
Martin Luther College (MLC) is accepting applications for a full-time Sports Information 
Director. Serve the Athletic Department by managing statistics and game files that affect the 
sixteen intercollegiate athletic sports programs of MLC at the NCAA Division III level. Also, 
promote and publicize student athletes to our constituency, conference, the media, and national 
affiliations. Interested individuals should apply online at mlc-wels.edu/hr/.
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Seeking Sunday School Teachers
Share the truths of scripture with children ranging from 3K to 6th grade through familiar Bible 
accounts and fun activities. You would serve in rotation with other teachers. Classes begin Sept. 
11. To volunteer, please contact Darci Nowak at 715-316-8250. 

Advertise in NLHS Sports Program
Northland Lutheran High School is seeking advertisers for their annual 
sports program, which is produced by the NLHS Booster Club and 
distributed at all NLHS sporting events throughout the school year.  Pricing 
starts at only $50. Do you have a business that could advertise with them?  
Please contact Kristine Leonard at kristinesue.leonard@gmail.com or by 
phone: 715-470-7750.

Thank you from Food Pantry
Thank you for the volunteers from your church that served 8/15 through 8/19/22. During those 
five days, 120 households were served, for a total of 309 individuals including eight new clients. 
We are so thankful for those who care about the wellbeing of our neighbors in this area. Our 
needs are ongoing, so food and monetary donations are continuously appreciated. We also 
appreciate paper and plastic bags. A “Current Needs List” is on our website (swepspantry.org). 
It is our faithful church volunteers who make everything possible by continuing to serve the 
growing numbers of clients here on the home front. With the longevity of the pandemic, the 
mill idling, and the requirement of the continuance of the drive-through style service, these 
volunteers are vital. Thanks again for your help at SWEPS and supporting those in need in our 
area. – Pat Barton, Assistant Operations Manager, South Wood Emerging Pantry Shelf.

Special Prayers This Week:
 Joyce Jackson is recovering from surgery
 Jan Peronto’s niece’s husband, Doug is in critical condition with a brain bleed, heart 

valve infection and is septic. 
 Janet Heister’s daughter-in-law suffered a bowel blockage due to cancer surgery.
 Tom Peronto’s mother passed away. 
 For peace in Ukraine
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Calendar August 28-September 4

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study 

10:30 AM Worship 
12:00 pm St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) in the cafeteria

Monday 6:30 PM Worship

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
 

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study 

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  226
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 142,117
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 107,415

Upcoming Events
Aug. 29 ~ Classes begin a Northland Lutheran H.S.
Sept. 4 ~ Offering for the Neighborhood Table
Sept. 7 ~ Bible Book Group
Sept. 8 ~ Willing Workers
Sept. 11 ~ Catechism Classes begin
Sept. 11 ~ Sunday School begins

Wednesdays 
at 6:30 PM

Begins Aug. 31

all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death

– Romans 6:3
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